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English Language and Indian Culture
Unit - First

Reading, Writing and Interpretation Skills:
1. Where The Mind is Without Fear
-Rabindranath Tagore

2. National Education
-M.K. Gandhi

3. The Axe
-R.K. Narayan

4, The Wonder That Was India
-A.L. Basham

5. Preface to the Mahabharata
-C. Rajagopalachari

Unit - Second

Comprehension Skill:
Unseen Passage followed by Multiple choice questions.

Unit - Third

Basic Language Skills:

1. Vocabulary Building Suffix, Prefix, Synonyms, Antonyms, Homophones,
Homonyms and One-word substitution.
2. Basic Grammar Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb, Prepositions,

Articles, Time and Tense.

Note: Due care and diligence has been taken while editing and printing the
book, neither the author nor the publisher of the book hold any
responsibility for any mistakes that may have inadvertently crept in.
Subject in Indore Jurisdiction.
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1. Where The Mind is Without Fear

-Rabindranath Tagore
2. National Education
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-M.K. Gandhi

3. The Axe
-R.K. Narayan

4, The Wonder That Was India
-A.L. Basham

5. Preface to the Mahabharata

-C. Rajagopalachari
Unit- 1l

Comprehension Skill:
Unseen Passage followed by Multiple choice questions.

Unit - 11l

Basic Language Skills:

1. Vocabulary Building Suffix, Prefix, Synonyms, Antonym:s,
Homophones, Homonyms and One-word substitution.

2. Basic Grammar Noun, Pronoun, Adjective, Verb, Adverb,
Prepositions, Articles, Time and Tense.

Objective Type Questions (With Answer)

Unit-|

1

Where The Mind is Without_ Fear
(Waaa aRash HEl 27?)

-Rabindranath Tagore

Summary of the Lesson

This beautiful poem is written by the great poet Rabindranath Tagore
where he prays God, for his country India, that oh God, My Country India
(which had been sleeping till now according to the poet) should wake up in
that heaven of freedom where the mind is fearless, the head is held up high
with pride & knowledge has no bond. Where the narrow thinking does not
form walls so as to break the world into pieces. Where the worlds reflect the
depth of truth, where the work is done tirelessly hard to reach the perfection.
Where the reasoning is crystal clear & directional & does not get wayward &



ISBN : 978-81-967430-5-5
where the mind is directed such that there is no restriction in thought and
action.

fa=t a=ier

TR a5l SR §RT A §9 BT § Hfd 7 SR 4 U7 9 &
forg g8 uRfAr @ § & g SR, T < 9RA (7 & fa @1 frme 4 |amn
B3I &) 99 o= W H Sl {5 |79 # fiuer 81, W) g 9 S Re, Sfal
S U B H (B UHR BT §99 7 8, T8l Gl [aRgRN SaR 96
fIeq @ chs 9 B U, STEI Ovg § I BT TR B, W@l Ol Ui dA B
Ty A1 T SR B |

SiEl fadeeiiel faaRyRT, FHe Ud faen goh 81 Ud 98 Ho%qd &1 qd Nd
¥ Ych T YT | STal S%aR JAHT Bl 39 TR JUTR X fb AR A T HHl
BT GHIofar 7 BT |

Comprehension

Q.. State whether the given statement is True or False- ¥a13V f&b fGU T
S Fel © AT Terd |

1. Tagore prays for his countrymen in the poem 'Where The Mind is
Without Fear'.

2. Tagore was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1913.

3. According to Tagore, the 'words' must come from the depths of the
heart.

4. Tagore prays that his countrymen live with freedom and dignity.

5. Tagore compares reason to a dreary desert.

Ans. 1. True 2. True 3. False 4. True 5. False-

Q. Il. Short Answer Questions.
TSN Y SN

1. Name the poet of the poem 'Where the Mind is Without Fear'.
M b AR PBel 8 DAl P bid Bl 19 Farsy |

Ans. The name of the poet is Rabindra Nath Tagore.

BT BT A Ads1eT SR B |

2. How should the mind be according to the poet?
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Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans

Ans.
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Hd B JTAR 749 fd TbR & 81 =A1MEY?

The mind should be without fear.

T 9F qh B ARy |

What does the poet mean by the term "head held high"?

"‘RIR ST 891 3 91 dreqd &7

The term head held high 'means to be proud of one's high position.

RR a1 297 @ I s Rerfar W) 719 & 9 2

According to Tagore how should knowledge be spread?

SR & AR A9 DY bl a1iey?

People are made free to have knowledge without the tag of their caste,
creed and social status.

ST BT S fhT SIfa, e dom amifote WAk & WewTd & 99T e
Bl

What does the poet mean by "narrow domestic walls"?

BT BT "HHIVT B QAT | T M 57

Narrow domestic walls mean narrow minded thinking.

A TR SaTer ¥ AIeqd G AR a1 91 6 @ 2
How should our words be in the opinion of Tagore?

IR & AR BART aroll (dTefl) fe avg @ BT A1i2g?

Our words should come out from the depth of truth.

BRI aTofl (Tetl) BART JFC3IAT Bl TERTg W Faperl a1fzy |
How can the “tireless striving” achieve perfection?

FR=R g1 9 b aRE Heldl U &l Sl Febell 27

. Tireless striving can achieve perfection by stretching arms.

FRR 9T A ol 81T gRT B DR A HeAdl U DI ST Febell @ |
What is reason compared with?

ad B ol fHad @ 18 87

Reason is compared with a clearstream.




Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.

ISBN : 978-81-967430-5-5

qdb & AT W8 GRT & B TS 2|

Where has reason lost its way?

TP AT IR Pal @l qal =87

Reason has lost its way into the dreary desert sand of dead habit.
b g¥I 3MTedl d BRI AT IR Wl <l B |

What are the "tireless" striving for?

=R v fsferg far smar 27

Tireless striving is done to achieve perfection.

FRUTAT (AT B U B & oy R g favan Siram = |
What does the poet mean by 'dead habit'?

g 3Tedl I B BT AT AR 87

Ans. Dead habit means where there is no reason.

12.

Ans.

13.

siferey 8 BT B g0 aTad el 2|

Where is the mind led forward by God?

SYR A9 &I hd fem 4 of S @rsdn 27

The mind is led forward by God into ever widening thought and action.
oo w9 P v B AR RERE B AR o e arEe |

To whom is the poem addressed?

Hiaar fed AwIfeT 87?

Ans- The poem is addressed to God.

14.

Ans.

HIIAT SR P HAIMT 7 |

Whom do the words 'my father' and 'thee' refer to?
'my father' 3iR 'thee' fby FaIfera 87

My father and thee refer to God.

T IR BT [T T |

Q. lll. Long Answer Questions-

STESTRIT U3 SN



Ans.

Q-2-

Ans.
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What does the poet mean by "where knowledge is free"?

Hfa BT TRl 99 b o7 W TAT 3 27?

The expression where knowledge is free means everyone should have
access to education without any obstacle of their caste, creed and social
status. All the citizens should be provided free of cost education-
Education is the doorstep to all kind of wide thinking and also develops
the feelings of cooperation and brotherhood among its citizens- Without
knowledge the people of the country cannot understand their rights and
responsibilities in proper way.

“STET S WA 8 W B @ e § f S, o den amnfeie wiR
@ HSHId & IR 4T BT e Sucer 8Mr Aty | Wl AFTR$T B
fgew Rem Suser g =Ry Rer & i amRel § |ganr qen
I B Aa BT [ BAT © AT o AigaRl B Wi HT A6 2|
AR e & T B ARG 31U SMABRI TAT Haredl DI FHST Aol Ahd
=

Describe Tagore's 'heaven of freedom'?

SR &7 ¥ SR q=dlr 6T 9o HIfoTT |

Tagore prayed to God about 100 years ago to grant freedom to his
countrymen from the age old social evils such as regionalism, casteism,
communalism, narrow mindedness, jealousy, discrimination among
people] prejudices] ego] education- There should not be walls of poverty
and richness among people- All people should have open access to
education.

SR < 9T 100 aY Y4 §¥R 9 ¥ & ANRGI & o7y yrbi= amHiford
REAT SN—  aFAgdmare, Sifddre, Asergdrs, Havl AFRGdl, 8y,
Adl & 41 WeWTd, QaiTel, ]9 ¥ Waadl og WA @1 o | e R4
TAT FRI & a1 D s (S1AR) DI TH B DI BT &AH DI | YD
AT o 5 It ARt & Rl 96 99 U ¥ ugd (Suderdn) '
a1y |

Q.IV. Multi Choice Questions.

1.

€|§a€5 b e
The poem 'Where The Mind is Without Fear' has been written by:

(a)  Rabindranath Tagore

(b)  Sarojini Naidu
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()  William Wordsworth

(d)  Toru Dutt

Ans. (a)
Rabindranath Tagore is a well-known poet from:
(@) Orissa
(b)  West Bengal
(c)  Bihar
(d) Kerala
Ans.(b)

Rabindranath Tagore was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in the
year:

(@) 1931
(b) 1921
(c) 1913
(d) 1945
Ans.(c)

Which of the following is a very famous work by Tagore:
(a)  Sharadhanjali
(b)  Gitanjali
(c) Geetmala
(d)  Savitri

Ans- (b)

What is meant by the line "where the mind is without fear and head is
held high":

(a)  to be fearless and self-respecting
(b)  to be proud of one's high position
(c)  to-stand straight

(d)  to be fearless and haughty
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Ans. (b)

According to Tagore, what is meant by the line "where knowledge is
free":

(a)  where people don't have to pay for education
(b)  where people have access to knowledge through internet

(c)  where people are provided education freely irrespective of their
caste] creed, social status and nationality

(d)  where right to free education is guaranteed by the Constitution

Ans- (c)
According to Tagore. "narrow domestic walls" refers to:
(@)  small houses with narrow walls
(b)  ahouse divided into rooms by walls
(c)  narrow minded thinking
(d)  broad minded thinking-
Ans- (c)
Tagore compares a 'clear stream’ to:
(a)  dreary desert sand
(c) dead habit
(b)  reason
(d)  narrow domestic walls
Ans- (b)

In the poem 'Where The Mind is Without Fear' Tagore prays to God for
uplifting:

(@)  his countrymen

(b) citizens of the world

(c)  thereaders of the poem

(d)  freedom fighters of his time

Ans.(a)
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2

National Education

(Rt fRrem)
- M.K. Gandhi

Summary of the Lesson

Gandhiji has, in this essay 'National Education' presented his views on
that kind of education which is most suitable for India- Their have been various
kinds of reaction to his views but he is firm in his opinion that the system of
education prevailing in India is defective- It has been introduced by an unjust
government- Thoroughly unrelated to Indian culture this kind of education is
merely intellectual. It does not fulfill the needs of the heart.

In other words, it does not inculcate the virtue of sympathy, fellow-
feeling, kindness and compassion in the young pupils- It does not teach the
virtue of physical culture.

Secondly the existing education is imparted through a foreign language
and in the India context this is unreal- The text books prescribed for our
students deal with matters unrelated to the home life and village life of the
pupils. The contents of the books are unknown to them.

Gandhiji continues that the present system of education teaches the
learners that their civilization is stupid, savage, superstitious and practically
useless- So the students are separated from their traditional culture- Indian
children are so firmly set in their ancient culture that the existing defective
system of education has not been able to alienate them completely from it. If
the author had his way he would destroy all the present text books and replace
them with new ones related to the real life of children.

Text books in India instead of merely being literacy should be relevant to
the real life of the people most of them take to agricultural as a life-long
occupation- The existing system of education makes the students unfit for
physical work.

Indian students when grown up have to earn their livelihood by manual
labor. So they should be taught the great virtues of physical labour. It is sad
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that Indian students in school hate manual labour and consider it undignified

to do it.

The medium of instruction in India is English which is a foreign language-
This puts a lot of mental strain on the pupils and they do not feel interested to
learn- Moreover] this makes them crammers and imitators- Taught in a foreign
medium] they cannot pass on their knowledge to the family and the society.

What is most unfortunate is that education in an alien medium has
made our boys and girls foreigners in their own country. It has also prevented
the development of Indian languages. In view of these problems, Gandhiji
makes out a strong case in favour of Indian vernaculars to be used as medium
of instruction in our educational institutions. For this very reason text books
should be prepared in India languages and introduced in Schools.

In conclusion, Gandhiji clarifies that he is not hostile to the learning of
English that is very essential for carrying on International commerce and
diplomacy. Those who possess languages learning talents should read this
language because it contains some if the richest treasures of human thought
and culture. However one should love and appreciate one's own culture first
and then turn to other cultures.

=l ari9r

o 7 59 fFe § [/ RS9 aRe @ R w® e faur
TR by, S WRA & foy 999 S | S9d Rl IR dRE—aRg @l
ufafhard Bl & € dfed SHer 9 2 P IR # vafera fRrem womeh
Yl 81 I8 UP IUR WRAR gRI U fhar M1 8| IR Wi A
TUITT SRTIT 9 UhR @1 Rl dad dfgs g1 I8 g & Soxal &l
URT €1 R & | §UR U=l H, I§ gar fdenfai # wergyfd, arefi—Araen, <21
IR FHBUT & U1 Bl ARG &l a1 2| I8 HIfd GBI BT o7 8
Rarar 2 |

TR, dloar R e el I & 9em 9 Q) 9R § SR WRd @
< # I8 o B TR vl & foy fuiRa uew gwe fenfhnt & T8
Siae @R AT Sfiae A NI AWl 9 9Rid 7| Uied gdl al
GIEDIESSCARIVCE IR

TS 3T ed & b Riem &1 gaae yormel Renfi & R § &
ISP ARIAT 9@, qa), fgfIeardl ik EgiRe $U ¥ d6R 2| $dfoy B
U URFIRS HEpl W 3T & Wid & | ARG ged AUl Yrde H&pia H
S §¢ 2 fo R a1 HisEr Vgl yomell I 99 [ ORE ¥ 37l 8l B
UE ©l AR FWE b U AU IRQT BIAT Al 98 T IAH TS GRIDT Bl
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T B AT IR IT dgedl & dKIdd Siad § FHd 93 Kbl 9 98

AT | YRA H Uy Y del WIER Bl @ qolly I9 ANl & IR<ded S
@ forg e g ARy, R | IiiTer Siiad R & a9 & w9 9 3
DI IUATT 7 | e 3 AlsaT Jormel BT B IRIRG 5™ & oy g q
=

g8 BM W 9RA BIAT ®I ARIRG 359 I U] SIS 3T BRAT
Uel 2 | gafory S ANIRE s & AET O @ e < iRy | 98 gus §
b Tl H WRAT B TURIRS 5™ 9§ gUT &HRd & 3R g AT IR
qd 8| IRd § el &1 Ay U 8, S Ue faeeh umr 2| s faenferay
R 98 e AERIeG <99 gsar ¥ 3R I e # of g g ® | 39
AT, IE S8 HHR 3R Fhol B diell g47dT 2| U faeel degq & ugu
S & dT€, 9 (U 99 &I YRAR 3R FAS T el Ugal Fad ¢ |

A Uyl a1 I8 T fb Uh faqel Aegm d Rien 7 g9R ded AR
Fsfral @ e & <9 # el a9 e 71 g9 IR wiel & fawr @
A ABT B T FARN B A § @A gy, o gAR feor wRemel #
fRrer & A’RgH & ®Y H SKATA DI I dTell ARG 99T & U& H U Aol
AHAT I © | S BRI A WRAR A1 H 916d &I GIR @1 S <MY
3R Tl # Uer @I S ARy |

3T #H, M W #=d § & 98 Sl dRgd & fRE T8 8, S
RIS ATy &R et &I T 98 & fory 9gd smawad 2| R @t
fIaR iR WPl & F99 A9E GOl © | BIald [l Bl Ugel U AEHid
A IR HIAT F1M2Y AR IFDB! WIS DA AM2Y AR R T FXpladl o

3R FEAMRY |

Comprehension
Q.l.  Answer in short] the questions given below:
A QU T weAl B Gferd # SR Siig—

1. What is your goal in education when India obtains self-rule?

STd R WM T 6xdl g dr 21 9§ siyer deg w=ir 27?

Ans. Character-building. | would try to develop courage, strength, virtue, to
ability to forget oneself in working towards great aims- This is more
important than literacy, academic learning is only a means to this
greater end. That is why India's great lack of literacy, deplorable as it is,
does not appeal to me nor make me feel that India is unfit for self-rule.



Ans.

Ans.
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afRa foEior | § 189, with, AU, HEM Seedl bl Qe § &M &=+ 4

GE Bl Wol B GHdT [AHRT BT BT YA HHIT | I8 FleRal o
31ftres Heayut 2, SrwTefid R 39 AM d&d &1 Ud A WH § |
DR & b ART H FIERAT B IR HH1, S b Waoid &, q31 ™1 T2l
<l 3R 9 &1 g3 I8 AT BRA © (b 9RA WA & NG T8 © |

Would you try to bring about any specific kind of social organization
through education?

T 31y e & Aeyw 9 fhdr Afde YR & IMife Gied &l 9
BT TITRT HNI?

| would feel that if we succeed in building the character of the individual,
society will take care of itself. | would be quite willing to trust the
organization of society to individuals so developed.

99 ol ® f ovR ' @fw @ IRz & fmir ¥ 9wa g g
FHEST G& B T M| H FA & HI69 WR WRAT B D o1y
IR g |

In developing the new national spirit in India would you like to make

patriotic feelings so strong that duty to one’s country would be a higher
good than obeying one's personal conscience?

TRT H 95 TS A9 BT fABRIT B § 7 319 <I™Rkh df dTa=reil
DI AT Aolgd T AT 6 U < B Ul A U ARKITa
fad® BT UTei B W d8adR BNIT?

| hope that will never be. One's own inner convictions come first always.
But in a nation where character is developed in all individuals, there can
be no conflict between the dictates of one's own conscience and those
of the State.

99l SHiie © T var o €T 8, 6l & 3o Si=iRe fdvard gaem
Ugol 3T 8| oifhd T U e § ol 9 el § alRa &1 faer
gIdT 2, 98l 31U+ Wd & fAdd 3R 3oy & 9l & 9= dIs oy =3
B AhdT 2 |

Q.Il. Multi Choice Questions.

1.

qgdhicdd e |
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was bornon ...........:

(@)  October 5, 1896
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(b)  October 3, 1840

(c)  October 2, 1869
(d)  October 10, 1880

Ans.(c)
At which place was Gandhiji born:
(@)  Porbandar
(b)  Rajkot
(c) Ahmedabad
(d)  Delhi
Ans. (a)
What was Gandhiji's age when he got married to Kasturbai:
(@) 19years
(b)  15years
(c) 12years
(d) 13 years
Ans.(d)

Gandhiji confessed his guilt of stealing for the purpose of smoking in a
letter, promising never to steal in future and asking for adequate
punishment- To whom was this letter addressed:

(a)  Father
(b)  Mother
(c)  Elder Brother
(d)  Friend
Ans. (a)

About how old was Gandhiji when he reached London to become a
barrister:

(@) 20vyears
(b) 19 years
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(c) 21years

(d) 18 years
Ans. (b)

To become a barrister in England, one had to join one of the Inns of
Court. After obtaining admission, Gandhiji joined the Inner Temple on

(@) October5, 1870

(b) December 15, 1885
(c) November 6, 1888
(d)  January 30, 1980

Ans. (c)
Devdas was Gandhiji's :
(@)  Only child
(c)  Eldest child
(b)  Second child
(d)  Youngest child
Ans.(d)

Gandhiji the votary of nonviolence was shot dead on January 30, 1948 at
Birla House, New Delhi, shortly after 5 pm while going to the prayer
meeting- Which was that fateful day of the week:

(a)  Saturday
(b)  Wednesday
(c)  Friday
(d) Monday
Ans. (c)

In which South African unit had most of the India emigrants taken up
abode:

(a) Johannesburg

(c)  Maritzburg



10.

11.
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(b)  Natal

(d)  Durban
Ans.(b)

While holding a first & class ticket Gandhiji was ordered by a railway
official to shift to the van compartment- On his refusal to comply with
the unjust order] a constable was called to push him out with bag and
baggage- Identify the railway station where this incident took place:

(a) Natal
(b)  Johannesburg
(c)  Maritzburg
(d) Durban
Ans.(c)

At which place was Gandhiji arrested for the first time by the British
Government for sedition:

(a) Bombay
(c) Calcutta
(b)  Pune
(d)  Ahmedabad
Ans.(d)
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The Axe
(feere))
- R.K. Narayan

Summary of the Lesson

Introduction: The story concerns Velan who looks after an excellent
garden- But one day the property is sold to a builder who decides to cut off
most of the trees and uproot the flower garden. The fall of the axe on his
beloved tree, margosa, hurt him terribly and he decides to leave the place
before the tree is cut.

English Summary: An astrologer passing through the village had foretold
that Velan would live in a three storyed house surrounded by many acres of
garden. No one could believe him because Velan and his family was very poor-
But thirty or forty years later, the prophecy became true- Velan became the
sole occupant of a grand house in Kumar Baugh. He left home when he was
eighteen] because his father had slapped him. He went to Malgudi where an
old man took him to assist him in laying out a garden. Velan accepted the job
and Sat day after day in the Sun to clear the land of the unwanted plants-
Gradually the garden took shape. As the house came up the garden also
developed- Velan developed acres of garden around it. Till his oldness he lived
in that house with the masters and looked after the garden- But gradually
when he became old and the master had died his son asked him to leave the
house. So he decided to leave the house- He collected his belongings in a
bundle and left the house- He requested the master's son to not to use the axe
on his tree and plants whom he nurtured as his children, till he was gone for
away.

fa=l I

IREI— I8 FEE do9 W AR G § Sl b Uh e P ST
AT 2| dfbd Tk o I8 IR STHH U HbH 944 Tl WXIg oIdl § off
6 AR USI BT FHIc <A1 ATBAT 2 3R Bl & Ul B ST | Fdre b
AT 2 | S U7 Us AR ((1H) IR Heals! o I I fdd o g
2 3R 98 99 S8 Bl US P P W Ul 81 BIg <A1 I18dl & | 98 Il T
TAT US HIcH daTell - IHD! 91T BT Sferd Mmex foar |
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RIS 71d 9 [oRA drel & AN o I8 qiaw@mel &1 & 99 b
A AT wee | 2 R U @ eR BT IR S eTd Udhs | ol
BT | 39 919 W B favar 98 aR uRm a@ifd e iR SHaT uRaR 9gd
g TN ol | WRe] d—drei 9iel 96 g8 qfdsgarfl |E |red g5 | ded
FAR I Ryd fIenel gdell &1 A= IBaril 99 7| I ASRE ¥ Bl
MY H TR Bl AU ifh IAS AT 7 IAD! fUcg s @ o0 | 98 AAS!
Tl TAT| STel Tb g 3Medl 4 I WEld d wu H il f[efid o+ &
B WR o ol | 9o 7 I8 A WhR PR ofl AR 98 f7—fd W gu 4
JSHY AR ULl Bl SWISH b+ o1 | TR—ER T BT SURET T B
M| S-S g8l HBM a1 IIR¥™ BT el Wl IR B9 1| da =
qHE & AU Pl by Ube SME H TP BT e wRfar| s\al
JEEAIT dP g8 ATD] & A1 B 99 TR H BT IR T B 9T Bl
T | S 9 IABT Jiferd |l g1 B AT | U & Aiferds &1 /1 & T8 | S
AT & JF D el o | Alfeld & 9¢ 9 S99 R Bled dI el | [d: Sa-
g8 TR BIS BT H9 g1 ford1 | SE 37U+ AEM Bl Ueb queel H drerl AR Al
i@l ¥ AP Bl FERAT g3 BR BISaR ad 3AT| A Ad—Id Alfeld &
g3 ¥ e fbar fb 59 T 98 98d R dd o] Il Sl 98 S9d Uel IR
goels! 1 IRl Hifdh ITT T & Us—ulbl Bl UTpidd ©U H IAD dedl Dl
RE Ul & |

Questions - Answers
Q.l.  Answer the following questions in one sentence each.
fFr=ferRad el & SR U@ are § g |
1. What was the prediction of an astrologer about Velan?

dJod & IR H ST 3 o ar vfasgaroft ar ofi?

Ans. The astrologer foretold that Velan would live in a three storeyed house
surrounded by many acres of garden.

Jor @ IR H SOy 3 widsgarofl & off & 98 ue fodforel gdoh #
21T f9d SUT &S Ube Bl 9= el |

2. Why did Velan leave home?
Jod ¥ R 1 vre fear?

Ans. The immediate reason for Velan's withdrawal was that his father had
slapped him for coming late with the midday meal.

ISR BT Yol X H o1 b BRU doid & a1 9 S99 dier R fear
off, T 98 WX BISHR ol T |




Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.
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Where did Velan arrive after starving for a couple of days?

§o a1 g@r Y& & 918 dol= bl Foll AT ?

After starving for a couple of days, Velan arrived at the town of Malgudi.
§B a7 &1 B & 918, I AA[S! B H <Al T |

What work was assigned to Velan by the old man?

gg ARh §RT Il Bl AT DHIH AT TAT AT?

Velan was assigned the work of a gardener and his duty was to wipe out
the weeds and unwanted plants and vegetation.

Il I HTefl BT BT AAT AT AT TAT STHBT B T, 3= def 3
AT BT T B AT AT |

Name some of the summer flowers that grew in the garden.

e 9 I arel THT & Hell & {Y A ST |

The flowers grown by Velan were hibiscus, chrysanthemum, jasmine,
roses and canna.

Jod & gIRT ST gV el STdThygd, Jelarsal, AT, RISICEC BT o |
Why was Velan proud of his position?

doi= bl 3T Rfd IR 9 <=f 81 SIT?

When the old chief gardener suddenly fell ill then Velan became the
chief gardener. So he was proud of his position.

g ATl D JHR TS T, T I G ATl 99 T, $AlelY derd
BT gl Rerfdr W 7T 81 o |

What was the state of house after a few years?

§O I8 & 918 'R D R ar off ?

After a few years, the house acquired mellowness in its appearance.

§O 91 & 918 TR H ATHYU 98 AT |
What did Velan ask the tree cutters in the end?
I & 30 § Us dled diel I T YAy &7

Velan screamed from a distance, don't cut it yet. | still a hearing
distance. Please wait till  am gone farther.




Q.ll.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.
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ol R 9 foreetran, 3l 59 dIc T8 | § 3l o Gars g3 & HieR g |
FHAIT TchIeT B |

Answer the following questions in about hundred words.
fferRad wedl @& SR o T St wreat H QR0 |
Describe the status of Velan’s family in the village.

Velan was born in the ragged and godforsaken family of Koppal. Narayan
has introduced Koppal as a closeby village of Malgudi. Velan's father had
mortgaged everything of his property and so the whole family had to
work on the fields of others. The income of Velan's father was hardly
some annas a week.

What work did Velan do after being employed by the man?

Velan arrived at the town of Malgudi. His main business as a gardener
was to wipe out the weeds and unwanted plants and vegetation. He
uprooted the unwanted plants and vegetation by his hands and thus
cleared the ground. Velan grew the flowers of Hibiscus,
Chrysanthemum. Jasmine, roses and canna in the front part of the
Kumar Baugh.

What kind of garden did Velan present to his master and his family?

After started working as a gardener Velan worked industriously, clearing
acres of weed, marking out an extensive garden and then planting the
seeds- By the time the house came up and Velan as the chief gardener,
presented a big and beautiful garden to his master and his family.

What thoughts came to his mind when Velan compared his present
place with his village?

Velan thought that such a grand building could only be in the heaven.
Velan thought that the dining room of the mansion was so big that all
the men of his village could have been accommodated there.

What is the importance of 'margosa tree' in the story?

'Margosa' tree had been planted years ago by Velan and he looked after
it as his own child. When the house was sold to a builder, the builder's
assistant thought the building as an ordinary one because he had made
many other grand and costly buildings in the past. When the margosa
tree grew large, the house behind it acquired mellowness in its



Ans.

Q..

(i)

(i)

(iii)
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appearance. The workers began to cut down this tree, Velan requested

them not to do so as long as he was there. Once he had left and couldn’t
hear the sound of the axe they might resume with their work. The story
ends with Velan screaming from a distance- Don't cut it yet. | am still
within a hearing distance. Please wait till | am gone farther.

What message does Narayan convey through his story?

Narayan's story which puts forward a strong case for forest
conservation, is also a very subtle observations on what may withstand
the force of time. While the man-made wonder (the house of the
owners) loses all of its beauty, allure against the force of time, the only
thing enduring it growing stronger and bigger is the garden which has
turned into a shelter for thousands of birds. Narayan has probably
answered a very big question for which many have tried

finding a solution to. The title 'The Axe' is important as towards the end
of the story the axe represents not only 'the economic progress' but also
our own death knell.

Multi Choice Questions.

JgddbicdD T

Who foretold that Velan would live in a big house:
(a)  Father

(c) astrologer

(b)  Villagers
(d)  Friend
Ans.(c)
At what age did Velan leave home:
(@)  Sixteen
(b)  Seventeen
(c) Eighteen
(d) Twenty
Ans.(c)

In Velan's opinion big mansion existed only in:



(iv)

Q.Iv.
(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

(A)

(1)

(2)

(3)
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(@) Heaven

(b)  Hell

()  'Swarga Loka'

(d)  Zannat

Ans.(c)
Which tree was most dear to Velan:
(a) Banyan
(b)  Pipal
(c) Margosa
(d) Neem

Ans.(c)
Say whether the statements given below are True or False:
Velan left home because of the villagers. False
Velan reached Malgudi after he left home. True

When old man became ill, Velan became the chief gardener. True
The house was called the 'ghost house'. True

Velan was happy to leave the garden. False
Vocabulary (3T HUSR)

Fill in the blanks in the sentences given below with appropriate words
from the list provided:

Intolerable, yielded, ragged, reputation, mellowness.

Velan's family was ................ and godforsaken.
Ans. ragged
The house had acquired a ---------- in its appearance.

Ans. mellowness
Velan found life ---------- after some time.

Ans. intolerable



(4)

(5)

(B)

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(C)

Ans.
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The house acquired the ............... of being haunted.

Ans. reputation

The fruit trees ................. their loads punctually.

Ans. yielded

Use the words given below in sentences of your own:
Mortgaged, laughing-stock, chequered, reclaim, errands.

Mortgaged: Sometimes rich people too mortgage their property to get
huge loans.

Laughing-stock: Nowadays girls wear weird clothes and become laughing
stock for people.

Chequered: Shirts with chequered pattern are quite in vogue.
Reclaim: Velan had managed to reclaim his ancestral property.
Errands: Indian Army has to face many errands throughout the duty.
Give synonyms of the words below:

Story; mood, cost, beside, glare

Feature/fiction, feeling like/eager to, expense, over and above,
blaze/flame.
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The Wonder that was India
(@rmT=d S ARG e)

-A.L. Basham

Summary of the Lesson

Hindu civilization is never going to die- Its will be retention of continuity.
The Bhagavad Gita will not cease to inspire men of action, and the Upanishads
men of thought. The most important characteristics of the Indian way of life is
that it will retain its charms and graciousness in spite of being affected by the
west.

The whole of South-East Asia received most of its culture from India-
Other influences from China and Islamic world were felt in South-East Asia, but
the primary impetus to civilization came from India- Indian historians, proud of
their country's past often refer to this region as 'Greater India' and speak of
Indian 'colonies,. In its usual modern sense the term 'colony' is hardly accurate,
however. Vijaya, the legendary Aryan conqueror of Ceylon, is said to have
gained the island by the Sword, but beyond this we have no real evidence of
any permanent Indian conquest outside the bounds of India- The India
‘Colonies' were peaceful ones, and the Indianized king of the region were
indigenous chieftains who had learnt what India had to teach them.

Indian cultural influence spread through central Asia to China. But it was
some 2000 year ago that India and China really met. The distinctive civilization
of China, Japan, Korea and Tibet came through the Buddhist influence.

India also gave many practical gifts to Asia- Among these must be
included rice, cotton, sugarcane, spices, the domestic birds, the game of chess
and the decimal system.

The influence of Indian thought on western thought has been immense
during the last one hundred and fifty years. The establishment of the
Theosophical society and the influence of Swami Ramkrishna Paramhansa and
Swami Vivekananda are pointers of this influence- But the greatest Indian
influence on the west has been that of Indian religious literature through
philosophy. Goethe and many western scholars read Hindu scriptures in
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translation very avidly. Fichte, Hegel also imbibed Hindu thought through

translations of the scriptures. The Indian influence was strongly felt in England
and America. Some of the writers who were influenced were merson, Thoreau,
Walt Whitman, Carlyle, Richard Jeffries and Edward Carpenter.

India's contribution to the world's cultural stock has already been very
large and it will continue and grow as in her new freedom her prestige and
influence increases. For this reason if for no other we must take account of her
ancient heritage in its success and its failures- For it is no longer the heritage of
India alone but of all mankind.

fe=fl ari9r

el f2wg AwIar &l e FE1 Bl SHH ARARAT g+ @ | WTad
Mar, = @1 vd Sufvvg foarefia aafe o IRT &=a | 9RA Sia=
el Bl Haitere Aecayol fIRivdr I8 & fb ufReq | g9ifdd 8 o W a8 U=l
2T AT MBIV BT HRIH G gY 2 |

Aot gferor—gd TRRrET | e 1 AfSdier IR RG | R fRar 7
I qAT SXATHD yaTg W1 gferor gd Ui § Qg bl Al & uReg SgdT @l
AfTd IR 9 < < IRT T T BT | IRAT SUSIBR U9 < & 3fciid
W Td IR gY SS9 e WRa (IR sfoean) @1 e < € | URIfe dmee
H M RS IS §RT T Sl &1 Soold &, UR=] 31 dig YA T8l 3 |
ARAT IUMIY TAdR BT Tl a-e AT BT UMY o | Taf & R ARAI
RISTST =1 g8l |G arel Sl fh 9Rd S% Ri@m e o |

AT IRATT ARG T Hed URIET ¥ BT g IR Bl 3R B TR
YRT 3R 99 & 419 arKifde G99 2000 a9 Yd Y6 B3I | A, STAH, HIRAT
forega @1 fa¥re wwart dig g9ma @ <F © |

IRA 7 TRRT ®1 $o fARne Iusr A1 Ry | s79 vH@ § @hd, $um,
T, TS, BRG] Uefl, Sraval &7 Wl 3R SR Jomedy |

fUoe g 9 oyl § YR S & Ureary &9 WR 98d UH1d UST & |
e QU H RrTIfhhel HIATSEl &I RITUAT AR WRT IHGW IRASH AR
WAl fdddra BT g9 Seekg-ig & | fbwg ureard QEll R O94RA™ 9HId
I IR g9 F==If B T & WU H Y9G AT| TS 3R 3 ey
SRSl 5 YR gHT=Il B Igdle ® WRY Uel| fhed 3R e R W
YRA g9 T B Y9 Tl | 9RAT YHTE §7elvs Tl JHRST TR AT uer |
U, dlclisd, diee fdeid, Ras IBRY I Tsds dlu<eX d oikgd I Sl
RO ARl | 9gd S1al ywiiad o | fdeq G¥pfd § WRA &1 INTa 98
e BT & | SHPT AR Td Y9Td Fe707 | BH Urei favd &1 s uRkved 4
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D! ABATIRN Ud THAdSl & A1 AHSHT A1’y Hifd Ig faRrad sad
3ol RA DI B el o’ AUl JG ST DI 7 |

Q.l.

Ans.

Ans.

Comprehension

Answer the following questions in a sentence or two each as far possible
in your own words:

frferRad wedi @& SR U@ A1 T arqai H MU vl # dIfor—
What is most significant quality of Indian civilization?

IRAR TWIdT BT A Iy o7 =7 272

The most significant quality of Indian civilization is that it will retain its
continuity.

YR Il BT Fa¥T 991 T IE © b Sud PRl a1 R&dl & |

Mention the most important characteristics of the Indian way of life?
R Sifa el & Faiferd Aecdqul IRy T 872

The most important characteristics of the Indian way of life is that it will
retain its charms and graciousness inspite of being affected by the west.

IR Shae el &1 |aifdes wgaygel faemarg 3 € & afdaq | gwifaa
B TR Y g8 U= IMUT AT SMHYUT bl HIIH &l & |

When did Indian cultural influence begin in Ceylon?

AR HIRpIId 991 Al (3ididl) H 9 Yo e

Ans. The Indian cultural influence in Ceylon began in the early 5™ Century B.C.

Ans.

IR AIpiad 991 ATl § ST qd 531 Aol & MR H gal |
Who were the first Indians to go to the South&East Asian countries?

gferor—gdi gRrTs < | S aTel Had Ugel IRA™ i o7

Colonists from western India were the first to go to the South&East
Asian countries.

Uf¥ed YRA & YAl 9RA Ugel RAG o Sl gfeor—gdi gRrrg qe |
T o |

What is the referred to by Indian historians as Greater India.

TRAY sfaeMeRl 9 fhd Tex gfitsar g fear 87




Ans

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.
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. South-East Asia is referred to as “Greater India” by the Indian historians.

IR gfemaRl 7 <firr-—gd tRrr & Iex shear wwifdq faar 2 |
Who is said to have conquered Ceylon first?
fra Tamem dreid (heddn) W fasa gifkta o017

Vijaya, the legendary Aryan conqueror is said to have conquered Ceylon
first.

URTOTR M faorar = wdvedm Rica= R fasa urg @& o |

When did the real contact between India and China begin?

IR 3R A9 & 419 Iridd §99d $Hd Y gall?

The real contact between India and China began some 2000 years ago.

IR 3R A9 & 419 IrKifde §¥99e ST 2000 aY Yd Y6 BTl |
What aspect of Indian culture influenced the Far-East most significantly?
IR AP & fhd 99 7 gor—qd I 999 SaraT y9ifad fear?
Indian Buddhism influenced the Far& East most significantly.

g g9 - GR—Yd Bl FgH Sgral g1 b |

Mention some practical blessing conferred on the world by India.

IRd gRT fd9g &1 {3 S a1l 8 AMa8IRG aR&M’ Jagy |

Some of the practical blessing's conferred on the world by India are
Arice, Cotton, Sugarcane, Spices, the domestic fowl, the game of chess
and above all the decimal system of numeral notation.

IRd gRT fawg &1 ¥ ™ Ko A@eRe _RaM dde, T, 77,
OTIUet], SRS BT Wl qAT 3 I @1 SeMed US|

What shows that some Jewish sects were also influenced by India?
T AT & b {8 Jgal STl W IRa | gwrfaa off?

Similarities between the monastic practices followed by the Jewish sects
and Buddhism show that probably the Jewish sects were influenced by
India.

dig g9 Td 84 Ifd @ IR & 99 SRR I8 S § fh ana:
Tl S ¥l RA | Tt ol |



11.

Ans.

12.

Ans.

13.

Ans.

14.

Ans.

15.

Ans.
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Which Indian(s) influenced Europe and America most?

fh AR A IRIY AT SHRBT DI HIH SATGT YT fhar?

Paramhansa Ramkrishna Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi are
among the Indians who have influenced Europe and America most.

RMAGYT RAEH, WHT [AddbMe dur 7l T I $8 9RO © sl
IJRMT AT SFHRBT BT FIH TG g1 fhar |

Which quality of Mahatma Gandhi influenced the west most?

T el @7 B faeryar o1 uf¥ey R 94aifde u9d geT ?

Gandhi's policy of non&violence along with his sincerity and energy
influenced the west most.

el @ e & A, Sl e qr ol snfe ol | uftew
SEGEICRCCICRESI

In what was Goethe indebted to India?

e fha UdR I YRT 6T ol o7?

Goethe borrowed the device of Indian democracy for the prologue to
'First' whose second part was inspired by the monism of Indian thought.
In this way Goethe was indebted to India.

e o YRAT ATed Hell W 09 Alch BISe’ Pl WRdra-r & ford fafyr
ol ol | SH@T QAT W MRAI ORI $1 AiE WR IMERT o7 | 9 UhR
TS YRT BT o o7 |

Which American writers were influenced most by Indian thought?

I I IMRPT RGP IR foaR | T SI1aT w4qTfad 9

Emerson, Thoreau, Walt Whitman, Richard lJeffries and Edward
Carpenter are some American writers who were influenced by Indian
thought.

SHUA, PRI, dlee fdcHq, Rers, SBRS T2 Usas dlU<r d 8 MRS
ogd 2 S IRAY fIeRl | 9gd wifad o |

What kind of world culture we may expect to emerage in future?
fra gaR fava Awpfa & wiosr § WA o1 e wfds § ) Jad &7

We can expect that the whole world will have a single culture without
any cultural division.




Q.ll.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.
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T 9l fag & for) |ipiad, HevTd IMed Udh & APl & IHRA Bl
3T B Thd & |

Answer the following question in 5 to 10 sentences each:

ferforRad Ul & SR 5 W 10 It | < |

Which aspects of Indian culture are 'useless' according to the author?

The aspects of Indian culture which the author considers useless are
many. They are animal sacrifice, widow burning, marriage of the girl-
child, caste systen and the old family system. They are all changing fast
and the whole face of India is altering.

In what ways was South&East Asia indebted to ancient Indian culture?

The whole of South-East Asia received most of its culture from India.
India's special gifts to Asia include many practical blessings, notably rice,
cutton, the sugarcane, many spices] the domestic fowl, the game of
chess and the decimal system of numerical notations-

Write a note on the spiritual influence of India on the West.

The spiritual influence of India on the West has been immense. From
Goethe onwards most of the great German philosophers knew
something of Indian philosophy. Schopenhauer openly acknowledged
the influence of Indian literature and psychology. The monoism of Fichte
and Hegel owes something to Indian influence. In New England]
America, Emerson, Thoreau and Walt Whitman studied much Indian
religious literature though only in translation.

Account for the continuance of the influence of Indian thought and
culture on the west.

The influence of Indian thought and culture has been immense. It has
continued right to this day. The Indian sages who meditated in Jungles of
the Ganges valley six hundred years or more before Christ are still forces
in the world.

Write a note on the influence of ancient Indian religious literature
through philosophy.

The ancient Indian religious literature influenced through philosophy.
Indian Philosophy was known to almost all German philosophers since
the times of Goethe. Schompenhaucer, Fichte and Hegel were all
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influenced by Indian philosophy. In America also this influenced was

fealt as is attested by the writings of Emerson, Throeau and Walt
Whitman and other New England writers.

Q.Ill. Multi Choice Questions.

JgaBioud Ted |

The main problems of India are:
(a) labour-saving devices

(b)  action and thought

(c) disease and poverty

(d)  hectic ways of the world

Ans.(c) the main problems of India are disease and poverty.

2.

The old face of India:

(@)  has already changed fully
(b) is vanishing daily

(c) ischanging fast

(d) is not likely to change at all

Ans.(c) The old face of India is changing fast

3.

The earliest influence of ancient Indian culture on South-East Asia can be
traced back to:

(@)  4th Century AD
(b)  5th Century BC
(c)  1st Century AD
(d)  9th Century BC

Ans.(b) The earliest influence of ancient Indian culture on SouthEast Asia can
be traced back to 5th Century BC

4.

Vijaya, who is said to have conquered Ceylon first, was:
(a) aking from folk tales

(b)  aking from fables
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(c) aking from epics

(d) aking from real life

Ans.(d) Vijaya, who is said to have conquered Ceylon first was a king from real
life.

5. In the beginning] cultural relations between China and India were:
(@)  notvery strong
(b)  mutually all assimilative
(c)  pervasive and predominant
(d)  pervasive and weakening

Ans.(a) In the beginning] cultural relations between China and India were not
very strong.

6. The Western dissemination of Indian mysticism was:
(@) highly influential
(b)  very demoralising
()  veryrejuvenating
(d)  not very influential

Ans.(d) The western dissemination of Indian mysticism was not very influential.
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5
Preface to The Mahabharata
(HBTIRA T Udh YTdHe)

-C. Rajagopalachari
Summary of the Lesson

The other important ancient work is the Mahabharata. The
Mahabharata was composed by poet Vyasa and it consisted of 24 thousand
verses- It is considered as an authority on conduct and society. According to
scholars the battle of Mahabharata was fought sometimes in 1100 B.C.
originally it was a heroic poem but gradually it acquired a religious orientation-
In the end it became a theistic treatise in which Vishnu is elevated to the status
of Supreme Being. The religion of the Mahabharata is vedic- The Mahabharata
preaches monoism. It says that the different goods are simply the
manifestations of the Supreme Being.

The Bhagvad Gita is part of the Mahabharata- This epic begins with the
description of the rival factions of Bharat clam ready for battle- Then comes
Arjuna who nesitates from killing his own relations on the other side- This
leads to Krishna eUpounding his philosophy that human body is mortal but the
soul is not- As Arjuna feels Qualms about killing his own kinsmen- Krishna tells
him that dying is not a reality because the soul cannot be killed. Arjuna should
observe the caste obligations of a khastriya.

According to the Bhagvad Gita the world was produced by Krishna from
his own prakriti (Nature). Krishna says : All things exist in me- Supported by my
material exigence-l cause this entire system of existing things to emanate
again, without any power of their own, by the power of their material essence,
when a devotee recognises the individual essence of every thing to be
comprehended in one and to be the only emanation of it, he then attains to
the supreme spint,earth, water, fire, wind, ether, heart, intellect, and egoism,
into these eight components is my nature divided. This nature is an inferior
one; but learn my superior nature other than this of a vital kind] by means of
which this universe is sustained understand that all things are produced from
this latter or higher nature.

=l I
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Comprehension

Q.l. Answer in short] the questions given below:
o few T geAi &1 e # SR -
1. What role do literary characters play in the making of a nation>

9 pfaior § Arfefeasd Ui BT R RIS § 7

Ans. The literary characters play an important role in the formation of ideals
of a nation] which is needed for its growth.

Afefca® urF < H UH QY WUd &’1 H AGE PR ©, forad oFl
NI &l B, IdT NG AgdqYl 7 |

2. What do children learn from such characters as Sita and Draupadi, Rama
and Arjuna, Lakshman and Hanuman?

A, Td SISl M U 3G, SequT Ud BHE i UTAl ¥ ged @l
A &7



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.
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The children learn the sweetness and sorrows from Sita and Draupadi,

the heroic fortitude from Rama and Arjuna and the loving fidelity from
the character of lakshmana and Hanuman.

AT Td SIUal & UEl W g9 #AYRAT Ud UrSl, M U4 39 o UTEl |
SITEToN 3R 0T U BFAM @ UTH A AMHIAT UG A8 aRT HEd ¢ |

In what way does the modern narration differ from the original epics of
Valmiki and Vyas?

T 9o aredia UG ard g1 afofa Tl 9 fhg avg e 27

The modern narration differs from the original epics of Valmiki and Vyas
in the sense that it has failed to retain epics dignity and approach to
truth.

T guiF I Ud g g1 aftfa el 9 e safore @ 5 a8 9+
oIt fob TRAT Td FIdT I 9910 WG H ATh1H V&7 2 |

What elements have been added to Mahabharat during the past thirty
centuries?

9 A9 difeedl § q8WRdT § HIH—d dcdl Dl sl 73T 2 |

Literarys Elements from historical] geographical] political] philosophical]
legendary and theological have been added to mahabharata during the
thirty centuries.

9 A vraIfeedl § HEMRA B UfaETRIe, Wiiford, Iomfas, arifae
s de@l Bl SieT AT © |

What do Bhishma and Kunti (or Drona and Karna) represent ?
fISf Td el (312@ar SIvT Ud Hoi) fhds afafer 87

Bheesma represents the perfect knight where as Kunti represents
worthy mother of heroes. Drona represents venerability and Karna Vain
and chivalry in man.

Aiv1 g Rl Argr wd gl IR g @ |/ g9 &7 vl a2
SIV U R % T4 $Y Udh 98198 URg g¥sl dIgl & Ui 7 |

What is Krishna's place in the Mahabharata?

HEMRA H T BT T T 27



Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.
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One can feel the overwhelming power] the incomparable vastiness and

sublimity of Krishnas character in the Mahabharata- Without him
Mahabharata is incomplete.

FO] FHUT FEMRA | 370 e ¥Rh Td Hegdl &l BY Bl§ 9 ¢ |
I 99T ARTRA 37q0 2 |

In the age of Mahabharata did India have an emperor?
HEMRA & I H I 9Rd H IS AT?

Yes, there was an emperor in the age of Mahabharata who used to
confir his lordship over other kings by performing sacrificial feast like
Ashwamegha Yagna.

g, FEMRA & YT ¥ YEAE BT Sl qras] TSTRAT DI 0 SRl §7d
o JTgHY Tl G |

On what code was a war fought in that period?
fra T 4 fa=gell R gg ofs oId 97

There was an accepted code of honorable warfare] deviations from
which met with reproof among kshatriyas.

G 9 Ul IHI U GBI} O wd o & Jg fhw dRE o1 S,
RTE®T T T8l 84 WR & §Hel | 99 Jfih dl diddd HRfaan
AT 7 |

Why were ashramas established in forests?
bt ¥ 3 T g9 S 8?

Ashramas were established in forests to keep alive the bright fires of
learning and spiritual thought.

qAar H MH AT g9 SId o dife IS4 IeTcddbdl Ud Ugls dl

HITT EHIT STeldl 3T |

What was the role of these ashramas then?
S SMETEl BT FIT BTH T2

The Ashramas provide education to young men of noble brith- It also
served as a place of peace for world weary aged people.

S SMHl H ISTRART Bl fR1em gar &1 Sl off, gfFar 9 o T gEl
oTife BT Terer & 3 o |




11.

Ans.
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How did the Mahabharata mould the character and civilization of India?

AERT 1 fbd avg YR & A= T Jgar Bl axien 87

Mahabharata has moulded the character and civilization of India by its
gospel of dharma which like a golden thread runs through all the
complex movements of the epic and also by the lessons we learn from it-

HETRG H ‘g Bl RIEr S U Gaex °ril & A QR T Bl U A A
dierel 8, 9 YRd @ IRT Td OIdl b oxem g | 399 g8 3R o Irg
forere 21

Q-Il- Muulti Choice Questions.

JgadBioud e
Who is the author of *Preface to Mahabharata:
(@) J.L. Nehru
(b)  Sarojini Naidu
(c)  C.Rajagopalchari
(d)  Toru Dutt
Ans.(c)

What has always been an integral part of the lives of Indians according
to author:

(@) Indian Music
(b)  Indian Mythology
() Indian architecture
(d) Indianart
Ans.(b)
What does hatred breed:

(a) Love
(b) Life

(c) Hatred
(d)  Music

Ans.(b)
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Ans.(c)
4. What does violence eventually lead to:
(@)  ruin

(b)  prosperity
(c) silence
(d)  hatred
Ans. (a)
5. What does Bhisma represent:
(a)  venerability
(c)  cunningness
(b)  perfect knight
(d)  poverty
Ans. (b)
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5

Reading Comprehension of An Unseen Passage

1. Age of Science

We live in an age of wonders and miracles- It has been called the 'Age of
Science', and different aspects of our life that changed in the preceding
centuries have been attributed to science. This is completely true, but it is only
one side of the coin. The flip side is that as we have advanced more in the field
of technology, something fundamental to humanity has been left behind-
Values such as empathy and concern for our fellow human beings are gradually
being eroded due to the onslaught of our ever&evolving lifestyles, aided by the
marvels of technological advancements.

Take the example of the Internet. On one hand] access to information
and knowledge at the click of a button is a veritable boon to everyone
(especially students) and this has made our lives much simpler. On the other
hand, it has severely limited actual contact with teachers, friends and elders.
Thus, the learning that a person gains is incomplete as he or she cannot easily
take the advice that another person can give on the basis of knowledge and
practical experience that is at his or her disposal.

Today, a small child can access and navigate the Internet with an ease
that still astounds those from the older generation. But what is even more
astounding is the neglect of the basic human traits of friendship,relationships
and family values. Owing to all the technological advancements and the
gadgets available today, children often miss out on the most enriching
childhood experiences such as playing outdoor games with friends, which apart
from being immensely enjoyable and physically exhilarating, also develop traits
such as teamwork and discipline at an early age.

But now when the concept of friends is gradually being limited to virtual
friends on social networking sites] one shudders to think of the implications for
the personality development of a child because the time spent with computers
or mobile phones for entertainment can never really substitute for the holistic
benefits of outdoor play. Such examples can be found aplenty - city life
andNow if we compare the hustle and bustle of modern the peace and calm of
a rustic village life, we can see that in cities, life is a race with a variety of
factors. It is a race that everyone tries their level best to win, but nobody
actually wins as it never ends. development has created are As for me, | think
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this age of rapid at least as many problems as it has solved, if not more. The

reason is that the basic goal of life, which should be the pursuit of happiness
has now been replaced by the pursuit of money. Money and happiness are
considered analogous in our present society, but they actually a not so. In this
mindless pursuit of money, nobody has time now to appreciate the beauty of
life, which consists not of multi-billion dollar skyscrapers, but a simple act of
kindness to someone in a time of need.

So there is an urgent need to stop for a moment and think about where
we are actually headings is it development or destruction? Do we have to wait
until people have grown so much apart from each other that we cannot see
the suffering of our own species due to our mindless greed, or can we still
mend our ways?

To answer this question, | will take the help of that most magnificent of
human feelings hope. | sincerely wish that we, as the most intelligent species
on earth] would take our fair share of responsibility and sincerely think about
the path we should follow. Though mankind will possibly last for a long time
thanks to its determination and sheer ingenuity, we have to make sure we do
not lose our humanity somewhere along the way.

Q. On the basis of your understanding of the passage answer the following
guestions by choosing the most appropriate option.

1. According to the passage, it is like one side of the coin to say that life has
changed owing to science as:

(a)  age of science has brought wonders and miracles.

(b) different aspects of life have changed due to science.

(c)  thereis another side of the coin to look at

(d)  this side of coin is true and sufficient to look at

Ans.(b)

2. Which of the following is not true about the internet:

(@)  Its an easy access to information and knowledge

(b) It has made our lives simpler

(c) It has limited actual contact with teachers and friends

(d) It can easily give advice based on personal experience-
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Ans.(d)
Internet hampers the holistic growth of a child by:
(a)  encouraging human traits of friendship, society and family
(b)  enriching childhood experiences of outdoor games
(c)  providing virtual friends and gadgets
(d)  developing teamwork and discipline
Ans.(c)
According to the passage, true happiness lies in:
(@)  simple acts of kindness
(b)  rapid development
(c)  multi-billion dollar skyscrapers
(d)  pursuit of money
Ans.(a)
The word 'veritable' in para 2 means:
(a)  Actual
(b)  Big
() Latest
(d)  Perfect
Ans.(b)
Antonym of holistic is:
(a)  Agonistic
(b)  Individualistic
(c)  Optimistic
(d)  Pessimistic
Ans.(b)

2. Challenges of Film Industry
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The film industry is facing the challenge of the television screen which,

because of its ready availability and nearness to entertainment seekers, is
becoming very popular, particularly in the West where television programmes
are as indispensable to people as newspaper material. Sustained
entertainment for multitudes lasting two or three hours is possible only in big
cinema halls- Scenic beauty, background effects and colour techniques which
have made the products of cinema industry so attractive and delightful may
not be reproduced by television programme organisers, and therefore, this
important invention in the field of wireless communication, in spite of having
become a big rival of the cinema] may not succeed in replacing it.

The motion picture has also stepped into the international sphere as an
agent of goodwill and cooperation among nations. Cultural contacts which
tend to reduce tension in the world and bring harmony in international
relations have been established through the medium of films. The more people
understand and appreciate the past history, present aims, customs, habits and
beliefs of men and women in foreign lands, the more will they realise that their
interests can best be served by establishing friendly relations with them and by
removing those irritants which breed distrust, lack of co&operation and the
desire to punish those whose views and attitudes are such as they do not like-
As cultural agents movies can cement ties of love and brotherhood among
nations and teach them to confer on each other the benefits of all the rich and
glorious achievements of the present enlightened age. In recent years] artists
of the film world have been visiting foreign lands with a view to presenting
before audience inthose countries the best products of their cultural heritage-
Film festivals which many European and Asian countries have been organising
from time to time have also proved to be of immense value in reducing social
barriers] colour prejudices and other causes of friction between nations.

Q. On the basis of your reading of the passage given above] answer the
following questions:

1. The film industry is facing the challenge of:
(@) the theatre
(b)  financial crunch
(c)  waning people's interest
(d) the television screen

Ans.(d)
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The TV has become popular because of:

(a)  its entertaining programmes
(b) its educative value
(c) its ready availability and nearness

(d) its wide appeal

Ans.(c)
Three things which make cinema so attractive are:
(@)  scenic beauty, background effects and beautiful faces
(b)  scenic beauty, good sets and colour techniques
(c)  scenic beauty, gaudy dresses and colourful techniques
(d)  scenic beauty, background effects and colour techniques
Ans.(d)
Films have become agents of:
(@)  pioneering
(b)  providing
(c)  confercing
(d)  goodwill and cooperation
Ans.(d)

Which of these reduces the tension of the people and bring harmony:
(@)  filmindustry
(b)  television programme
(c)  beauty of nature
(d)  cultural context
Ans.(d)
The artists of the film industry visit foreign lands with the purpose of:
(a) establishing friendly relations with them

(b) presenting best products of their cultural heritage
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(c) bringing harmony in international relations

(d) getting better opportunity
Ans.(b)

7. Film festivals have proved to be of immense value in reducing social
barriers and colour................... :

Ans. Prejudices
8. Irritants only breed mistrust and conflicts among nations.(True/False)

Ans.(True)
3. Computers

Computers are capable of doing extremely complicated work in all
branches of learning. They can solve the most complex mathematical problems
or put thousand unrelated data in order- These machines can be put to varied
uses- For instance, they can provide information on the best way to prevent
traffic accidents.

They work accurately and at high speed- They save research workers”
years of hard work. This whole process by which machines can be used to work
for us has been called 'automation’. In future, automation may enable human
beings to enjoy more leisure than they do today.

The coming of automation is bound to have important social
consequences. Some years ago, an expert on automation, Sir Leon Bagrit
pointed out that it was a mistake to believe that these machines could think.
There is no possibility that human beings will be controlled by machines.
Though computers are capable of learning from their mistakes and improving
on their performances, they need detailed instructions from human beings to
be able to operate. They can never lead independent lives or rule the world by
taking decisions of their own.

Sir Leon said that in future, computers would be developed which would
be small enough to be carried in one's pocket. Ordinary people would then be
able to use them to obtain valuable information. Computers could be plugged
into a wireless network and can be used like radios. For instance, people going
on holiday, could be informed about weather conditions. Car drivers can be
given an alternative route, when there is a traffic jam. It will also be possible to
make tiny translating machines. This will enable people, who do not share a
common language, to talk to each other without any difficulty or to foreign
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publications- a machine of thisread It is impossible to assess the importance of

sort, for many international misunderstandings are caused simply due to our
failure to understand each other. Computers will also be used in ordinary
public hospitals. By providing a machine with a patient's system, a doctor will
be able to diagnose the nature of his illness. Similarly machines could be used
to keep a check on a patient's health record and bring it up-to-date- Doctors
will, therefore, have immediate access to great many facts which will help
them in their work. Bookkeepers and accountants too could be relieved of dull
clerical work. For the tedious task of compiling, and checking lists or figures
could be done entirely by machines. Computers are the mostway efficient
servant man has ever had and there is no limit to the they can be used to
improve our lives.

2. Answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate
options:
1. Tick the correct option:

(@)  There is no possibility that human beings can be on their own with
no need of machines

(b)  Human beings are likely to be controlled by machines one day

(c)  There is no possibility that human beings will ever be controlled
by machines

(d)  Machines can replace humans
Ans.(c)
2. Tick the correct option:
(@) Computers can solve only certain mathematical problems
(b)  Computers can't solve any mathematical problems
(c)  Computers can solve the most complex mathematical problems
(d)  Computers can solve only simple mathematical problems
Ans.(c)
3. Computers can be used :
(a) tofind treatment for the patients illness

(b)  to prescribe a medicine for the patient
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(c) todiagnose the nature of patient's illness

(d)  to keep the patient in good mood

Ans.(c)
4, Many international misunderstandings are caused due to our failure to
understand:
(@) ourselves
(b)  other nations
(c)  ourfriends
(d)  each other
Ans.(d)
5. The antonym of the word 'complicated’ is:
(@) difficult
(b)  simple
(c) easy
(d)  strange
Ans.(b)
6. The verb form of the word 'alternative’ is :
(a) alternate
(c) late
(b) alter
(d) elate
Ans.(a)

4. Bookless Library

The world's first book-less library has been set up in the state of Texas in
the United States. Unlike the rows upon rows of books that are found in a
conventional library anywhere in the world, at the book-less library, there are
high-tech gadgets that have replaced the books as found in other libraries.

The borrowers of books from this high-tech book-less library have a
different set of rules to follow when borrowing books. Instead of taking home
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books for reading, the members of the library, who are registered residents of

the south Texas country of Buxar, can now access their choice of reading
matter from exreaders. Also, instead of having to pay a fee for membership of
the library and for borrowing books and other facilities, the members can
borrow reading matter from the book less library for free.

The services of this library have found favour with its readers is clearly
visible from the growing readership numbers at this library- Since its start in
September, the country's 1-7 million residents have been able to check out and
take home the machines for reading purposes and accessing the catalogue.
They are also able to use their own devices to check out and access the
catalogue of the library. This Biblio-Tech of 1-5 million books] currently has 600
e&readers] 200 preloaded enhanced e-readers for children and 48 computer
stations for use by its readers. In addition, there are 10 laptops, and 40 tablets
available in the premises, for use by the readers.

Not satisfied with simply providing e-reading services, the Biblio-Tech
has created a list of higher ambitions for itself- The most prominent of these
include their ambition to give up the country's necessary tools 'to thrive as
citizens of the 21* century'. For them, a well-connected citizen of this country
is one who strives for enhancing his education and literacy and promoting
'reading as a recreation’.

As part of reader services at the Biblio-Tech,its Special Project
Coordinator, Laura Cole comments that the library authorities wanted to
create the best and the most cost effective way of providing library services-
This was especially suitable for the Texas country's residents as the population
here is geographically distanced from existing services. In fact there has never
been a book store or library in this area- "Geography does not matter if your
library is in the clouds," adds Laura Cole, referring to the 'cloud' system where
the books of the library are stored online.

Answering queries about readers”™ concerns that library users may feel
put off by technology, Cole is proud to concur that her staff are willing to
dedicate their time to help readers and visitors who find it difficult to handle
the system on their own. Hence, readers do not feel intimidated by the
gadgetry and feel empowered to be able to access this novel system of
procuring reading matter.

Even replacement costs for damages and breakdowns have been
factored into the working system of the library. Thus, readers are not turned
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away from the library doors simply because the system is not functioning on
any particular day. To prevent thefts from depleting their stocks, the devices
are geared in such a way that users access its internet once they leave the
premises of the library.

answer the
Q. On the basis of reading of the passage, anser the following questions by
choosing the best otion.
1. The borrowers in a high-tech library have to follow:
(a) adifferent set of rules
(b)  the same set of rules
(d)  rules of their own making
(c)  absolutely no rules
Ans. (a)
2. The book-less library is located in:
(a)  the Texas country of Biblio-Tech
(b)  the Texas country of Bexar
(c) thecity of middle USA
(d)  Washington D.C., USA
Ans. (b)
3. The amount of reading material available at the Biblio-Tech library is:
(a) 600 books
(b)  1-5 million
()  1-7 million books
(d)  None of the above
Ans.(b)
4. The book-less library is highly suitable for this country because :

(a)  the public library is not functioning well

(b)  the people here are avid readers



ISBN : 978-81-967430-5-5
(c) thereis plenty of reading matter in this library

(d) itis geographically distanced from existing library services

Ans.(d)
5. The cloud system refers to:
(@) the mthe above-
Ans.(c)
6. 'To thrive' in para 4 means"
(a) to prosper
(b)  to live happily
(c) toserve duties
(d)  Allthe above
Ans. (a)

5. Foods We Eat

We are what we eat. The type of food we eat has both immediate and
long-term effects on us, at all the three levels - the body, the mind and the
spirit. Food which is tamasik (i.e. stale or leftover) in nature is bound to
generate stress as it tends to upset the normal functioning of the human body.
Fresheners should be avoided. Taking piping hot tea/milk or steaming hot
food, whenever available must be preferred- Excessive use of condiments also
disturbs one's usually calm attitude- Further, it is a mistaken belief that
smoking or drinking, even in moderation, relieves stress- Simple meals with
one or two food items, rather than too many lavish dishes, are advisable. Also,
vegetarian diet is preferable. Although it is customary to serve fruits with food
items] it is not the right thing to do- This is because different kinds of digestive
secretions are produced by the stomach for variant food items- MiUing up too
many varieties of food items in one meal creates problems for the digestive
system. In fact, any one type of fruit] preferably taken in the morning is better.

On an average, we eat almost three to four times the quantity of food
than we actually need. A lot of body's energy is used up for digesting the
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excess food. It is said that after a particular level of food intake, the 'food

actually eats one up'.

It is always good to eat a little less than your 'full-stomach' capacity.
Besides, never eat food unless you are really hungry. To have dinner at 8 or 9
pm after a heavy snack around 5 or 6 pm in the evening is asking for trouble. In
fact, skipping a meal is always good if the stomach is upset. There are varying
views on the benefits of fasting, but we will not discuss them here.
However,giving a break to one's stomach, at least once a week, by having only
fruit or milk, etc- may be worth a try.

While a little bit of water taken with meals is all right] drinking 30 to 60
ml of water with food is not advisable. Water, taken an hour or so before or
after meals, is good for digestion. One's diet must be balanced with all the
required nutrients for a healthy living.

Also remember, excess of everything is bad. Related to the problem of
stress] eUcessive intake of salt is definitely out. Too much of sugar, fried food
and chillies are not good either. Over-indulgence and excessive craving for a
particular taste/type of food generates rajasik (aggressive) or at worst, tamasik
(dull) tendencies. An even more important aspect of the relationship between
food and stress lies not so much in what or how much we eat but how the food
is taken. For example, food eaten in great hurry or in a state of anger or any
other negative state of mind is bound to induce stress- How the food is served
is also very important. Not only the presentation, cutlery, crockery etc. play a
role, the love and affection with which the food is served is also significant.
Finding faults with food while it is being eaten is a bad habit. It is better not to
eat the food you do not like, rather than finding faults with it.

It is good to have regular food habits. Workaholics who do not find time
to eat food at proper meal time invite stomach ulcers. Onemust try to enjoy
one's food, and therefore, eating at the so-called lunch/dinner meetings is
highly inadvisable- Every morsel of food should be enjoyed with a totally
peaceful state of mind. Food and discussions should not be mixed. There are
accepted ways to 'charge' the food we eat. Prayer is perhaps the best method
for energizing the food and it does definite additional good at no extra cost.
By: Lt. Gen. M.M. Walia

Q. On the basis of your reading of the passage, select the most appropriate
answer from the given options. Tamasik food influences a person by :

(a)  generating stress
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(b)  making a person energetic

(c) generating large amount of energy

(d)  making a person bold

Ans. (a)
Generally what incorrect belief do people practise at the table:
(a)  Smoking helps to digest food
(b)  Smoking or drinking even in moderation relieves stress
(c)  Pickles add to taste
(d)  Condiments help to enhance appetite
Ans. (d)

The writer says that the "food actually eats one up" because the:
(a)  Digestion takes too much time
(b)  Excessive intake of food takes a lot of body's energy to digest it
(c)  Food sustains the body
(d)  Person becomes healthy
Ans. (b)
Rajasik tendencies are generated due to:
(@)  Overindulgence in fried food
(b)  Too much use of spicy food
(c)  Overindulgence and excessive craving for a particular taste
(d)  Excess of everything
Ans. (c)
Here, the word "charge" means:
(@) toimpose or ask as a price or fee
(b)  to attack by rushing violently against
(c)  toaccuse formally

(d) to feel full of vigour
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Ans.(d)
6. What does 'induce' mean:
(@) Reduce
(b)  Cause, influence
(c)  Aggressive
(d) Tointake
Ans.(b)

6. Insects

We have been brought up to fear insects. We regard them as
unnecessary creatures that do more harm than good. Man continually wages
war on them, because they contaminate his food, carry diseases or devour his
crops. They sting or bite without provocation; they fly uninvited into our rooms
on summer nights or beat against our lighted windows. We live in dread not
only of unpleasant insects like spiders or wasps but of quite harmless ones like
moths. Reading about them increases our understanding without dispelling our
fears. Knowing that the industrious ant lives in a highly organised society does
nothing to prevent us from being filled with revulsion when we find hordes of
them crawling over a carefully prepared picnic lunch.

No matter how much we like honey or how much we have readabout
the uncanny sense of direction which bees possess, we have a horror of being
stung- Most of our fears are unreasonable but they are difficult to erase. At the
same time, however, insects are strangely fascinating, we enjoy reading about
them, especially when we find that, like the praying mantis, they lead perfectly
horrible lives. We enjoy staring at them, entranced as they go about their
business, unaware (we hope) of our presence. Who has not stood in awe at the
sight of a spider pouncing on a fly or a column of ants triumphantly bearing
home an enormous dead beetle?

Last summer, | spent days in the garden watching thousands of ants
crawling up the trunk of my prize of peach tree. The tree has grown against a
warm well on a sheltered side of the house. | am especially proud of it, not
only because it has survived several severe winters, but because it occasionally
produces luscious peaches. During the summer | noticed that the leaves of the
tree were beginning to wither. Clusters of tiny insects called aphis were to be
found on the underside of the leaves. They were visited by a large colony of
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ants which obtained a sort of honey from them. | immediately embarked on an

experiment which, even though it failed to get rid of the ants] kept me
fascinated for twenty-four hours. | bound the base of the tree with sticky tape,
making it impossible for the ants to reach the aphis. The tape was so sticky that
they did not dare to cross it. For a long time, | watched them scurrying around
the base of the tree in bewilderment. | even went out at midnight with a torch
and noted with satisfaction (and surprise) that the ants were still swarming
around the sticky tape without being able to do anything about it. | got up
early next morning hoping to find that the ants had given up in despair.
Instead, | saw that they had discoveredfind an answer to my thoroughly
unscientific methods! ulture on to the leaves of the tree. | then realised sadly
that | had been a new route. They were climbing up the wall of the house and
ther completely defeated by their ingenuity. The ants had been quick to

Q. Answer the followingquestions by choosing the appropriate options:
1. Insects are regarded unnecessary creatures because:

(@) we are afraid of them

(b)  they devour the crops

(c) theycontaminate food

(d)  they do more harm than good

Ans.(d)
2. Human beings get a feeling of ........... when theywatch insects:
(a) fear
(b)  fascination
()  revulsion
(d)  All of these
Ans. (d)

3. Knowing about the insects helps man:
(@)  to change his attitude towards insects
(b) toincrease his understanding
(c)  todispel his fears

(d)  to dispel his revulsion
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Ans.(b)
4. The attitude of man towards insects asdescribed in thepassage is:
(a) scientific
(b)  based on facts
(c)  unreasonable
(d)  one of fear and revulsion.
Ans. (d)
5. Ants were stopped at the base of the tree so that:
(a)  they could scurry around in bewilderment
(b)  they should not cross the tape
(c)  theyshould not reach the aphis
(d)  they should remain where they are
Ans.(c)
6. The phrase that has the same meaning as 'drive away' is:
(a) toprevent
(b)  difficult to erase
(c) stoodinawe
(d) togetridof
Ans. (d)

7. What Children Learn in School

It is common knowledge that school children are under great pressure to
perform well in all fields, study ten subjects, play games and develop an
impressive image. How do they manage? The skills, techniques and principles
which they pick up while still young help them cope.

Two of twentieth century's finest minds have lamented that schools are
not teaching the basics of personal excellence or thescience of success-
Edward De Bono:"Almost all of what a child learns at school after the age of
ten is totally irrelevant to his need in later life- Most schools do not teach
thinking at all." The serious thesis of this article is that management must be
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taught as a school subject. The weightiest argument is that children are

managers.

Many of children are called upon to play directly three interpersonal
roles:"Figurehead","Leader" and "Liaison Officer". They do this while assisting
teachers as monitors or class representatives or group leaders during
educational tours and field work; while captaining teams on playgrounds; and
while leading teams in quiz, debating and other competitions. Many more play
these roles as surrogates.

The decision role of "Entrepreneur"” and "Resource Allocator" may only
occasionally be assigned to children. However, it is worth noting that according
to a recent survey in Delhi, a monthly allocation of up to Rs.1000 is available as
pocket money to school children. Therefore, school children too need to have
control over money and develop a sense of budget. If we add to these financial
resources, the resources of time, information and intellect available to
children, the first two decision roles are not irrelevant to them.

Children play the other two decision roles:"Disturbance Handler" and
"Negotiator" more  often. True, the international roles of
"monitor","disseminator" and "spokesman" are not so frequently and formally
engaged in by children as by CEOs, MDs, Vice Presidents and other adult
managers.

If you cannot see children as managers, they are managers in the
making: Many of the management habits (e.g., using a to-do list), management
skills (e.g. sensitive listening), management attitudes and values are formed
early in life. Personality theorists believe that it is extremely difficult to change
personality traits, styles of thinking and habits of behaviour once these are
formed.

As in language learning, where basic aspects of language like
pronunciation and rhythm are extremely resistant to learning after puberty,
good management habits, attitudes and values are difficult to acquire in
adulthood. In the fifties, even in the educationally advanced countries such as
the US, Algebra was thought to be too abstract to be taught even in senior
schools. Now it is taught from upper primary classes onwards in both
educationally progressive and developing countries. Computer skills, lateral
thinking and swimming, often felt to be forbidden by adults are easily learnt by
children. In fact, both research evidence and specialists' beliefs strongly
support the view that children's ability to learn skills likeswimming and creative
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thinking is much more developed than adults- necessary or Equally important,
complex organisms (a) learn what is pleasurable and (b) adapt themselves in
ways that will serve their ease and needs and interests with amazing
enthusiasm, effectiveness.

Q.

On the basis of your reading of the above passage] answer the following
questions by choosing the correct option given below:

The reason of pressure on children is:
(@) common knowledge
(b)  absence of skills
(c)  choice between studies and games
(d)  performance demand in all fields-
What according to few educationists is lacking in school teaching:
(a)  Basics of personal excellence
(b)  Science of success
()  Thinking
(d)  All of the above
Ans. (d)

The sense of budget among children is an indication towards their
capability of performing:

(a) interpersonal role
(b)  decision role
() leadingrole
(d) informational role
Ans. (b)
The article advocates teaching ............... as a subject in school:
(@) management
(b)  creative Thinking
(c)  computer skills

(d)  swimming
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Ans. (a)
5. Which word in Para 7 is opposite in meaing of "Concrete" :
(a) algebra
(b) acquire
(c)  resistant
(d) abstract
Ans.(d)
6. The terms used for a detailed critical inspection/study in Para 4 is :
(a) intellect
(b)  resource Allocator
()  survey
(d)  budget
Ans.(c)

8. Resolutions

The New Year is a time for resolutions. Mentally, at least, most of us
could compile formidable lists of do's, and don'ts. The same old favourites
recur year in and year out with monotonous regularity. We resolve to get up
earlier each morning, eat less, find more time to play with the children, do a
thousand and one jobs about the house, be nice to people we don't like, drive
carefully and take the dog for a walk every day. Past experience has taught us
that certain accomplishments are beyond attainment. If we remain deep-
rooted liars, it is only because we have so often experienced the frustration
that results from failure.

Most of us fail in our efforts at self-improvement because our schemes
are too ambitious and we never have time to carry them out. We also make
the fundamental error of announcing our resolution to everybody so that we
look even more foolish when we slip back into our bad old ways. Aware of
these pitfalls, this year | attempted to keep my resolutions to myself. | limited
myself to two modest ambitions: to do physical exercise every morning and to
read more every evening. An allnight party on New Year's Eve provided me
with a good excuse for not carrying out either of these new resolutions on the
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first day of the year, but on the second, | applied myself assiduously to the

task-

The daily exercise lasted only eleven minutes and | proposed to do them
early in the morning before anyone had got up. The selfdiscipline required to
drag myself out of bed eleven minutes earlier than usual was considerable.
Nevertheless, | managed to creep down into the living&room for two days
before anyone found me out. After jumping about on the carpet and twisting
the human frame into uncomfortable positions, | sat down at the breakfast
table in an exhausted condition. It was this that betrayed me. The next
morning the whole family trooped in to watch the performance. That was
really upsetting but | fended off the taunts and jibes of the family good
humorously and soon everybody got used to the idea- However, my
enthusiasm waned] the time | spent at exercises gradually diminished- Little by
little the eleven minutes fell to zero. By 10™ January, | was back to where | had
started from. | argued that if | spent less time exhausting myself at exercises in
the morning | would keep my mind fresh for reading when got home from
work. Resisting the hypnotizing effect to television, | sat in my room for a few
evenings with my eyes glued to a book. One night, however, feeling cold and
lonely, | went downstairs and sat in front of the television pretending to read-
That proved to be my undoing, for | soon got back to the old bad habit of
dezing off in front of the screen. | still haven't given up my resolution to do
more reading. In fact, | have just bought a book entitled 'How to read a
Thousand Words a Minute'. Perhaps it will solve my problem, but | just haven't
had time to read it.

Q. Answer the following questions by choosing the most appropriate
option:

1. According to the writer, past experience of resolutions has taughtus:
(@)  frustration results from failure
(b)  certain accomplishments are beyond attainment
(c)  New Year is a time for resolutions
(d) failures are a part of life
Ans.(b)
2. Most of us fail in our efforts at self improvement because:

(@)  our schemes are too ambitious
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(b)  we never have time to carry them out

(c)  we announce our resolution to everybody

(d)  All of these

Ans.(b)
It is a basic mistake to announce our resolution because:
(@)  we have no excuse to revert back to our earlier life
(b)  we can't be nice to people we don't like
(c)  we look more foolish when we slip back to our old ways
(d)  None of these
Ans. (c)

The writer did not carry out his resolutions on New Year's Day because:
(@)  hehad attended an all night party
(b)  hewas glued to the TV
(c)  the exercise was only for eleven minutes
(d)  everyone was awake and watching him
The writer thought of keeping his mind fresh by:
(a)  watching TV
(b)  exercising for eleven minutes
() reading
(d)  finding that more time to play with children
Ans.(c)
The word which similar in meaning to 'decrease’ is:
(a) formidable
(b)  monotonous
(c) attainment
(d)  diminish
Ans.(d)
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9. Akbar

Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions given
below it. Certain words are given in bold to help you to locate them while
answering some of the questions.

During Emperor Akbar's reign, there was a poor man in Agra who was
thought to bring bad luck. People believed that if any one looked at his face in
the morning, they would have a bad day.

"Get lost, you ugly fellow!" he would be cursed by one and all."Hide your
face before you kill someone with your evil eye!"

The emperor soon beared of this man's reputation and wanted to see
him. The poor fellow] who had not harmed a single person in his life, was
brought to Akbar.

Akbar took a look at him and asked him to be brought back in the
evening.

That particular day was an especially full and tiring day for the emperor
and his courtiers.

So many matters had to be attended to, that Akbar even forgot to eat.
By the end of the day, the emperor was exhausted- To make matters worse,
Akbar was informed that his favourite child, little Prince Salim, had fallen ill-
Then the emperor suddenly remembered that he had seen the face of the
‘unlucky' man that morning.

That was it. It was that man's entire fault. Akbar decided.

Akbar called his courtiers and told them that he was going to have the
‘unluckly' man executed. All of them agreed immediately. That is, all except
Birbal. Instead, Birbal let out a short laugh."What's the matter, Birbal?" asked
the angry emperor."You seem to find something funny!"

"Nothing, your majesty." replied Birbal.

"You say this man brings bad luck because you had to go without food
every since you saw him this morning. Look at his luck. Yours was the first face
he saw today, and he has to die because of it.'

Akbar immediately realized his folly and rewarded Birbal for his wisdom.

1. Why had the King not eaten his food:



(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
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He was very busy that day unlucky fellow
He had seen the face of the

He was not feeling well lunch

He had been invited by Birbal for

None of the above

Who was not well on mat particular day:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

King Akbar

The King's courtiers
Birbal

The poor man

Prince Salim

Which of the following describes Birbal:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Which of the following if TRUE in the context of the passage:

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

He was a famous merchant

He had lost his senses

He was very poor

He possessed good logical thinking

He was a miser

The poor man wanted to see the king

The poor man was well educated

The courtiers were sympathetic with the poor man
King Akbar was happy to see the poor man

King Akbar realized his mistake

Ans. (a)

Ans. (e)

Ans.(d)

Ans.(e)
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Which of the following is/are NOT TRUE in the contextof the passage:

(1)  Akbar worried too much after meeting the poor man
(2)  Akbar had eaten his food with the poor man
(3) Akbar decided to execute the poor man
(@)  Only (1)
(b)  Both (2) and (3)
(c) All(1),(2)and(3)
(d) Both (1) and (2)
(e)  Only(3)
Ans.(d)

What was Birbal's initial reaction when he heard that the poor man
would be executed:

(a) He was angry because Akbar had not taken his advice
(b)  Helaughed slightly
(c) Hewassilent and wanted to give a chance to the poor man
(d)  He was very happy because he wanted to get fid of the poor man
(e) He was surprised and wanted to speak to the poor man
Ans.(b)
Which of the following cannot be said about the poor man:
(1) The people of his own place cursed him
(2) Hewaslivingin Agra

(3) He was executed because of his unlucky face

(a)  Only(1)
(b)  Only (2)
(c)  Only(3)

(d)  All of the above

(e)  None of the above
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Ans.(c)
Why did the king decide to execute the poor man:
(@)  The poor man was infact very unlucky
(b)  The King had a very bad day after seeing him
(c)  His attendants told him to do so
(d)  The poor man brought ill luck for everyone
(e)  The poor man refused to meet him
Ans.(d)
Birbal was rewarded because-----
(@) hewasin agreement with the King's decision
(b)  he made the King realize his mistake
(c)  hebrought the poor man to the King
(d)  he wanted to teach a lesson to the poor man
(e)  None of the above
Ans.(b)

Choose the word that is MOST NEARLY the SAME in MEANING as the

word/phrase printed in bold as used in the passage-

10.

11.

(a)
(b)

REPUTATION
(a)  Character
(b)  Respect
(c) Fame
(d)  Report
(e)  Honour
Ans. (c)
FOLLY
Argument

Mistake



ISBN : 978-81-967430-5-5
(c) Words

(d)  Conflict

(e)  Misunderstanding

Ans. (b)
12. PARTICULAR
(a)  Special
(b)  Definite
(c) General
(d)  Significant
(e)  Specific
Ans.(e)

Choose the word is MOST OPPOSITE in MEANING of the word printed in
bold as used in the passage-

13. HIDE
(a) Seekd
(b)  Show

(c) Goaway
(d) Indicate
(e) Disclose
Ans.(e)

14. EXHAUSTED

(@) Consumed

(b)  Drained

(c)  Restless

(d)  Desirous

(e)  Energetic

Ans.(e)
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15. CURSED

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Blamed

Hated

Bldessed

Ingnored

Damned

Ans. (c)
Unit-I1lI
(A) Basic Language Skills

Introduction

There are four basic language skills required for learning a language and
communication. We usually learn to listen first, then to speak, then to read,
and finally to write. These are called the four "language skills". In this unit, you
will learn about vocabulary, synonyms, antonyms, word formations, prefixes,
suffixes, confusing words, misused words and similar words with different

meanings.

Vocabulary

According to the Cambridge English dictionary, vocabulary includes all
the words known and used by a particular person or all the words that exist in
a particular language. On the other hand, the Oxford dictionary defines it as

follows:
1.
2.

The body of words used in a particular language.

The words used in a particular subject or sphere of activity or on a
particular occasion.

The body of words known to an individual person.

Thus vocabulary refers to all the words of a language or the words

used by a particular person or group. It would be interesting to note
here that a large number of the words in English language have been
borrowed from other languages.

Importance of Vocabulary Enhancement
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1. It gives you the ability to say what you mean: By having several words

at your disposal for describing an event or emotion, you can be open and
explicit while sharing your ideas and opinions.

2. It helps you understand what other people are saying or reading:
Vocabulary is the foundation for comprehension and unfamiliar words become
holes in the text, preventing you from completely understanding what you just
read.

3. It boosts power of persuasion: Having a rich/vocabulary will help you
communicate in a more engaging way. Relying on one of two words to
describe an idea will be repetitive and not as persuasive as relying on a
vocabulary of 10-15 similarly descriptive terms.

4. It helps in making a good impression on others: Howmuch articulate
you are, constitutes a big part of the impression you make on others.

5. Successful communication: Vocabulary plays an essential role in
creating understanding of language through what we hear and read. Studies
indicate that possessing an extensive vocabulary has strong links with a
successful communication- vocabulary is a serious.

6. Better job opportunities: A low failure for any individual- Having a rich
and refined collection of words make a decisive impact in your career and can
thoroughly impress the recruiters- It shows your willingness to learn and zeal
to improve your present status and that is undoubtedly a good trait in
professional world.

In short, vocabulary unintentionally plays an important role enriching
the resume of a professional to get a good career.

Easy Ways to Improve and Expand Your Vocabulary

1. Love words: You have to be really enthusiastic about learning new set
of words then only you are going to succeed. Hence, it is desirable to fall in Fall
in Love with Words.

2. Look up words you don’t know whenever you encounter them: After
encountering and looking up a word several times, you will ultimately be able
to remember the meaning of that word. Try to use them in regular
conversation so that you will be able to understand when and where to use
them.
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3. Read, read and read: This is the most effective way of finding new

words every minute. Don't limit yourself, the more you read, the more you will
will expand the range of words.

4. Follow 'Word of the day' in several computer programs: There are
many applications, programs and websites these days that can update you
with a new word everyday if you register yourself there and fill all the required
details. You can get a new email or text message with a new word and its
definition alongwith the word usage examples.

5. Play word game with friends: Try boggle, scrabble or catch phrase.
There are so many great games out there to teach you new words. If a friend
comes up with a word that you don't know, ask him/her what it means.

Objective Type Questions
Choose the correct word or phrase for each blank.

1. The government has ... smoking in public places.
(prevented/banned/avoided/stopped).

2. The police ...evevvvnnnnne. the man because he wasbehaving
suspiciously.(arrested / sentenced / charged/convicted).

3. My mother .............. me for breaking the window.(accused / complained
/ charged / blamed)
4, You have to find agood .............. for being late otherwise they won't

believe you.(cause/result/excuse/aim)

5. The ...uuee... of the meeting is to improve relationships between the two
companies.(purpose / sense/reason / cause).

6. The ciild was ....... by a dangerous dog and taken to the
hospital.(knocked / attacked / blown / beat).

7. Tourists from all over the world come to London to hear Big Ben.......
midnight.(below/ beat / hit / strike).



